
 

 

  
 

 

ASEAN Youth Voice: ACTION NOW!  
Our Issues! Our Voices! Our Statement! 

 

We, 50 ASEAN Youths from Myanmar (Burma)
1
, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, The 

Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam, gathered on 21-23 September 2010 at Ba Vi district, Ha Noi, 

Vietnam for the ASEAN Youth Forum 2010 (AYF 2010). During this forum, we fostered friendships, 

understood and respected each one's culture, traditions as well as beliefs and discussed pressing issues 

facing the youth of Southeast Asia. 

 

We acknowledge that by emphasizing on the people-centered values, ASEAN must play a crucial role in 

realizing improvements and progress in the lives of ASEAN people, especially to fully recognize young 

people’s rights and issues.  

 

We note with appreciation the establishment of ASEAN mechanisms which are mandated to promote and 

facilitate rights and freedoms of ASEAN peoples, namely the ASEAN Inter-governmental Commission on 

Human Rights (AICHR) and the ASEAN Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 

Women and Children (ACWC). 

 

We bear in mind that ASEAN civil society is an important figure in helping ASEAN in accomplishing its 

mandate, commitment and responsibilities to its people especially the ASEAN youth. 

 

We strongly believe in the power and capacity of ASEAN youth in shaping socio-cultural, economic, 

political and environmental values as principles of ASEAN nations. 

 

We put forward five relevant issues which greatly affect ASEAN youth and need to be addressed by the 

ASEAN governments: Quality of Education, Environmental Sustainability, HIV/AIDS and Access to Health 

Care and Services, Human Trafficking and Meaningful Youth Participation. 

 

Quality of Education 

 

We recall that low quality of education still continues to persist in many ASEAN countries. Limited access 

to education is still a huge barrier for the youth, especially from remote areas, indigenous communities and 

not to mention, gender inequalities in education. Moreover, there is a lack of facilities, materials and 

instructors in many educational institutions. Schools continue to implement outdated and irrelevant 

curricula and programs. Finally, drop-out rates among students continue to rise due to poverty and lack of 

interest among students and parents. In this spirit, we would like to present the following recommendations 

to decision makers and stakeholders: 

 

1. We strongly urge governments to prioritize community based and informal education which 

consider local wisdom; 

 

2. We demand the effective implementation of laws which mandate ASEAN governments to 

provide quality Education for All, especially indigenous peoples, girls, disabled people and 

those coming from remote areas; and  

 

3. We urge governments to be accountable in fostering transparency in implementing laws and 

policies on education. 
 

Environmental Sustainability 

 

We are reminded that climate change, global warming and bio diversity degradation have adversely 

affected  millions of lives of  ASEAN people. Urbanization and industrialization, deforestation, burning 

of coals, other fuels, large scale hydro power and excessive use of modes of transportation are seen as 

the major factors of the destruction of the environment. The lack of comprehensive environmental 
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education of ASEAN governments and people especially the youth for the environment is a major stumbling 

block in pursuing solutions to these problems. In this spirit, we would like to present the following 

recommendations to decision makers and stakeholders: 

 

1. We strongly call ASEAN governments to immediately include environment as the fourth pillar 

of the ASEAN community; 

 

2. We strongly demand governments to reform existing legislation and policies which aim to 

address environmental issues; 

 

3. We call for technical and financial support from ASEAN governments, NGOs, businesses, 

social enterprises for youth initiatives and projects for the environment; and 

 

4. We strongly demand ASEAN governments to make Environmental Impact Assessment, Social 

Impact Assessment and Health Impact Assessment as pre-requisites before venturing into 

economic partnerships with other countries. 

  

HIV/AIDS  and Access to Health Care and Services  

 

We note that sexually transmitted diseases and Infections (STDs and STIs) such as HIV and AIDS are 

becoming rampant in most ASEAN countries. In relation to this, the lack of comprehensive sexuality 

education
2
 provides insufficient knowledge and understanding of people especially the youth about these 

issues. Limited access to information
3
 and the absence of youth friendly health services and treatment 

hinder the realization of young people’s Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights. In this regard, we 

would like to recommend the following to decision makers and stakeholders: 

 

1. We strongly demand ASEAN governments to establish public policies, foster and enhance of 

programme implementation to guarantee young people’s access to health care without any 

discrimination and increase the quality and coverage of health systems and healthcare services, 

including for sexual and reproductive health, safe and legal abortion to reduce maternal 

morbidity and mortality, prevention, care, treatment, counseling of young people in order to 

halt and reverse the spread of HIV and AIDS;  

 

2. We urge youth organizations to forge partnerships with ASEAN governments and other NGOs 

in advocating for effective health services for all and in designing significant programs for 

improving young people Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights which include realizing 

gender inequity between young boy and girls in accessing these programmes; and 

 

3. We strongly demand ASEAN governments to formulate policies which support comprehensive 

sexuality education which includes sexual and reproductive health and rights as effective 

programs which combat HIV and AIDS. 

 

Human Trafficking 

 

We are aware that human trafficking among women, children and men greatly exists in different parts of 

the Southeast Asian region. The lack of education, poverty, unemployment, on-going political crises and 

great demands for cheap labor from receiving countries are the main push and pull factors of human 

trafficking in ASEAN countries. Moreover, weak implementation of existing anti-trafficking laws and 

corruption among border officials facilitate unsuccessful and ineffective efforts in combating human 

trafficking.  In this light, we would like to present the following recommendations to decision makers and 

stakeholders to: 

                                                 
2 Comprehensive Sexuality Education UNESCO IATT Working Team; ICPD PoA op.9. 
3 The United Nations Secretary General’s reports that in 2007, national surveys found that 40 per cent of young males (ages 15-24) 
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1. We urge ASEAN governments to fully support youth organization by providing the platform 

for youth to actively participate in the campaign against human trafficking, which includes 

addressing male trafficking based on UNHCR and UNODC materials.  

 

2. We demand governments to fully assist and promote youth organizations to find and gather 

information on the roots and causes of human trafficking especially in rural and remote areas. 

 

3. We strongly urge governments to effectively implement existing policies on anti-human 

trafficking, including to support programs on free and accessible psychological counseling for 

human trafficking victims especially women and children; and enable AICHR & ACWC to 

work freely and independently in areas with high rates of human trafficking cases. 

 
Meaningful Youth Participation 

 

We recall that there is a lack of participation in decision making process among youth and an absence of 

effective mechanisms to ensure youth participation in ASEAN countries. There is a limited and restricted 

space for freedom of expression for youths in many ASEAN countries. Many existing youth groups are not 

empowered to express their opinions on critical issues in public.  In this spirit, we would like to present the 

following recommendations to decision makers and stakeholders: 

 

1. We demand ASEAN governments to fully support and encourage the establishment of youth 

forums and dialogues between governments and youth organizations from various groups; 

 

2. We call for the establishment of mechanisms within ASEAN for meaningful youth involvement 

(including key affected youth population and various youth groups) especially in decision 

making processes, meeting and activities;  

 

3. We call for ASEAN governments to invest in youth leadership by increasing their capacity and 

knowledge on ASEAN mechanisms through active participation in forums and workshops; and 

 

4. We strongly demand ASEAN governments and agencies to take action based on youth 

recommendations.  
 

 

We are the ASEAN Youth! 

We Know! 

We Understand! 

We Care! 

We Take Action, NOW! 

 

 

Bavi district, Hanoi, Vietnam, 23 September 2010,  

Asean Youth Forum 2010 
 

 

 


